U.S* Names 6 
As Plotting 
With Svock 

By John P.JVlacKenzie 

Washington Po^Staff Writer 

The Justice Department has 
charged that poet Robert Low- 
ell, writers Dwight Macdonald 
and Paul Goodman and other 
literary and academic figures 
were members of the “same 
conspiracy” against the draft 
that resulted in th^ convic- 
tions of Dr. Benjamin Spock 
and three codefendants. 

In a surprising brief filed 
with the First U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Boston, 
the Government also added 
the names of Washington con- 
sultant Arthur Waskow, MIT 
professor Noam Chomsky and 
anthropologist Ashley Mon- 
tagu to those of the four 
prominent war critics whose 
convictions are on appeal. 

The new accusations have no 
legal significance for the per- 
i sons named, since they never 
were indicted and probably 
could not be made to stand 
trial on the charges which led 
to the conviction of Dr. Spock. 
a noted - pediatrician, Yale 
Chaplain : %illiam Sloane Cof- 
fin Jr., writer Mitchell Good- 
man and Harvard graduate 
student Michael Ferber. 

However, the accusations 
did shed light on the Govern- 
ment's view of the scope of 
the conspiracy, which the in- 
dictment called “a nationwide 
program” of draft resistance 
that culminated in the massive 
draft card turn-in at the Jus- 
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trice Department in October, 
1967. 

Dr. Spock, Mr. Coffin, 
Mitchell Goodman and Ferber 
are asking the appellate court 
to overturn their convictions 
and two-year prison sentences. 
Ferber was fined $1000, the 
others $5000 each. ^ 

The Justice Department 
brief was filed in advance of 



oral argument in the case, the 
most widely publicized of the 
Vietnam war legal controver- 
sies. The argument is sched- 
uled for Jan. 7, but the Court 
of Appeals has agreed to j 
spend the afternoon of Jan. 6 
watching movies of demon- 
strations that were shown to 
the jury. 

Naming of additional “co- 
conspdrators” in the case was 
a belated answer to a request 
repeatedly made by defense 
lawyers during the four-week 
trial. 

The lawyers argued that the 
Government was alleging such 
a vast criminal agreement that 
it potentially could embrace 
hundreds of persons voicing 
varying degrees of opposition 
to the war. 

The Government brief, filed 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Fred M. Vinson Jr., partially 
confirmed the defense conten- 
tions. It said of Pulitzer Prize 
winner Lowell and others that 
pieces of trial evidence, in- 
cluding their signing of anti- 
war tracts, and participation 
in joint press conferences rand 
demonstrations, “clearly point 
to their complicity in the over- 
all conspiracy.” 

Evidence showed that each 
“participated in the formation 
of a professional block who 
had determined to voice oppo- 
sition to the war by publicly 
supporting and encouraging 
young men to resist the draft,” 
Vinson said. 

Defense counsel had argued 
that the prosecution preju- 
diced their case by introduc- 
ing as evidence public state- 
ments by Lowell and others, 
some of which were more in- 
flammatory than anything 
said by the men on trial. Vin- 
son’s reply was that the trial 
tactic was not unfair since all 
were part of the same conspir- 
acy. 

Vinson told the Court that 
charges of prejudicial conduct 
by Federal Judge Francis J. 
W. Ford should be viewed “in 
context” of a long trial in 
which the 85-year-old Judge 
was “firm but fair.” 




ROBERT LOWELL 
. . . Pulitzer poet 



DWIGHT MACDONALD 
. . . tart essayist 



DR. ASHLEY MONTAGU 
. . . anthropologist 



PAUL GOODMAN 
. . . social critic 






